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Dear Park Lake Community, 

Celebrating participation, persistence and community 

Over recent weeks, it has been wonderful to welcome so many families into our school for our Under 

Eights Teddy Bears’ Picnic and junior cross country carnivals. These events bring joy, connection and 

excitement, but they also show something important about who we are as a school community. 

What stood out most was the way families, staff and students celebrated every child. Students were 

cheered on right to the end, with peers and families encouraging each runner to keep going, keep trying 

and make it across the line. That support should never be underestimated. For many students, it helped 

build the resilience and persistence needed to finish something that was physically, socially or emotionally 

challenging. 

For some children, the physical nature of the event was difficult. For others, the sensory environment, 

noise, waiting time, crowd movement or change in routine created additional challenges. Some of these 

disabilities or difficulties were visible, and some were hidden. What was most powerful was the care 

shown by students towards each other, and the understanding that success does not look the same for 

every child. 

This is the community we want our children to grow within: one that values participation, celebrates 

difference and recognises the uniqueness of every individual. As parents, carers and staff, we have the 

opportunity to model this every day. When we show that everyone has something valuable to contribute, 

we help build a school culture where every student feels known, accepted and included. 

Navigating the online world together 

Navigating the online world is becoming increasingly complex for children, families and schools. While 

Australia’s social media age restrictions may provide more time for children’s emotional maturity to 

develop before they access some online spaces, this does not remove the need for children to be 

explicitly taught how to be safe, respectful and discerning online. 

At some point, our children will enter online environments more independently. When they do, they need 

to understand that what is posted, shared, searched, screenshotted or forwarded can have a lasting 

impact. Once something is online, it can be very difficult to take back. 

As adults, it can be hard to keep up with the speed of technological change. New platforms, online trends, 

gaming interactions, messaging tools, artificial intelligence and coded language can emerge quickly. This 

can make it difficult for parents and carers to know what children are accessing, what they are talking 

about, and what risks may sit beneath the surface. 

 

Artificial intelligence is also becoming a much larger part of everyday life. It can support productivity, 

creativity and learning, but it also requires careful judgement. AI is not always accurate. There is now 

common language around “AI hallucination”, where AI tools can generate information that sounds 

convincing but is incorrect. This means children need to learn how to question technology, not just how to 

use it. 
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Following conversations with students this week, it is clear that some children are engaging with online 

language, trends and spaces that many adults may not yet know about. Have you heard of CD9, Mog 

Battles, capping, PAW, PIR or POS? If not, you are certainly not alone. This has been new learning for 

many of our staff as well. 

Being cyber savvy is now something we need to do together. It is not about creating fear, but about 

building knowledge, confidence and open conversations between adults and children. To support this, we 

have arranged a free online parent workshop for families and children to attend together. Details are 

attached, and we strongly encourage families to make the most of this opportunity to begin, or continue, 

important conversations about being safe, respectful and informed in the cyber world. 

 

Brilliant @ Basics 

Earlier this term, families received year-level overviews outlining the learning focus for their child’s class. 

You may have noticed a new section included in these overviews titled Brilliant @ Basics. Your child may 

also have referred to these as their learning “non-negotiables”. 

The intent behind Brilliant @ Basics is simple but important. When students build automaticity with 

essential knowledge and skills in English and Mathematics, they free up more space in their working 

memory to think deeply, solve problems and apply learning to more complex tasks. In other words, when 

the basics become more automatic, students can use more of their thinking power for higher-level 

learning. 

Building this automaticity takes practice, repetition and regular feedback. At school, teachers are 

identifying the key basics students need to master within each year level and are explicitly teaching, 

practising and monitoring these skills in class. 

Families can support this at home through simple, regular check-ins: ask your child what their Brilliant @ 

Basics focus is, listen to them practise, notice their progress and show interest in the skills they are 

working to master. When school and home work together, students receive a clear message: the basics 

matter, practice helps us improve, and every small step of progress counts. 

Warm regards 

Ursula 



 


